These are suggested amendments to the noise ordinance which incorporates decibel reading.  The general principles are 

(a) the enforcement is contingent upon a complaint, instead of requiring enforcement in absence of complaint.

(b) people are free as long as they are causing no harm or nuisance to anyone else

(c) the ordinance establishes a simple and straightforward approach that is easy to enforce, comprehend, and comply

(d) the ordinance is applied broadly and equally with minimal exceptions

Section 2. Definitions.  In this ordinance:

DECIBEL means sound pressure level as measured by a sound level meter using the “A” weighting network and the slow meter response as specified by the American National Standards Institute.

NOISE means sound which:

(a) is louder than that permitted in this chapter, or  and
(b) disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensibilities to the point that a complaint is reported, and
(c) a human being is responsible for its production.

SOUND EQUIPMENT means a loud speaker, public address system, amplification system, or other sound producing device.

Section 3. Applicability.
(a) This Ordinance does not apply to:

(1) an employee of a government entity engaged in the employee’s official duty;

(2) a person at a stadium or ball-park during a sports event;

(3) a person at an authorized parade or street event;

(4) a person operating a bell for a religious activity;

(5) a person operating an emergency vehicle; or

(6) a person operating an audible warning device on a vehicle or train as required by state law.

(b) This article does not apply to a person issued a permit that authorized the use of sound equipment.

Section 4. General Restrictions.  A person may not:

(a) make noise or use sound equipment in public that exceeds the definition in this chapter   between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.;
(b) use or permit the use of sound equipment at a business in excess of the decibel limits prescribed by this chapter;

(c) make noise or play a musical instrument audible to an adjacent business or residence between 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.;

(d) operate a machine that separates, gathers, grades, loads, or unloads sand, rock, or gravel within 600 feet of a residence, church, hospital, hotel, or motel between 7:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; or

(e) operate sound equipment in a vehicle audible or causing a vibration 30 feet from the equipment

Section 5. Restriction On Decibel Level.  A person may not operate sound equipment at a business that produces produce sound:

(a) in excess of 85 75 decibels between 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., as measured at the property line of the business offended party; or
(b) is audible at the property line of the business between 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Section 10. Exception.  The prohibitions in this Ordinance shall not apply to the reasonable production of noise or use of sound equipment during an event that is sponsored by a religious, school, civic, or community association or organization, or a trade or political group between 10:00, and:

(1) 10:30 p.m. on Sunday through Wednesday;

(2) 11:00 p.m. on Thursday; or

(3) 12:00 midnight on Friday or Saturday.

The noise addressed by this section is presumed to be unreasonable if the noise produces sound in excess of 85 decibels the definitions in this ordinace after notice and failure to reduce the sound volume to 85 decibels comply with these limitations or less, measured at the property line of the property at which the event is held.
******************************************************

The resulting sections as amended would read:

Section 2. Definitions.  In this ordinance:

DECIBEL means sound pressure level as measured by a sound level meter using the “A” weighting network and the slow meter response as specified by the American National Standards Institute.

NOISE means sound which:

(a) is louder than that permitted in this chapter, and
(b) disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensibilities to the point that a complaint is reported, and
(c) a human being is responsible for its production.

Section 3. Applicability.
This Ordinance does not apply to:

(1) a person at a stadium or ball-park during a sports event;

(2) a person operating an emergency vehicle; or

(3) a person operating an audible warning device on a vehicle or train as required by state law.

Section 4. General Restrictions.  A person may not make noise in public that exceeds the definition in this chapter 
Section 5. Restriction On Decibel Level.  A person may not produce sound in excess of  75 decibels., as measured at the property line of the offended party; 
Section 10. Exception.  
The noise addressed by this section is presumed to be unreasonable if the noise produces sound in excess of the definitions in this ordinace after notice and failure to reduce the sound volume to comply with these limitations or less.
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